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A World Organization of Biblical Scholars. — The Society for Bib- 
lical Study, which was established in England in 1906, seeks to 
become a world-wide organization of all persons who are professionally 
engaged in Bible study, and of those who are private students of the 
Bible. This society already has associates in nearly every country, and 
through its monthly journal, The Interpreter, seeks to reach all those who 
are connected with it or interested in its work. A prospectus of the 
society may be obtained on application to the Hon. Secretary F. C. 
Cook, Laleham Lodge, Welwyn, Herts, England. 

Archdeacon Willoughby C. Allen, of Manchester, England, recently 
prepared for the society an address upon "The Need of a New Catholi- 
cism in Biblical Study." This address has been published by the society, 
for general circulation. It appeals to all persons in all countries who are 
interested in the Bible to join hands in the promotion of Bible study. 

The Bible was once the book of devotion; it is so still. It was once 
the treasure-house of material, out of which the great fabric of true the- 
ology must be constructed. It still is the test and standard of all theology. 
But in modern life not only the man who waits to hear the voice of God in its 
message, not only the framer of theological systems, but the students of com- 
parative religions, the investigators of ancient civilizations, the researchers into 
the oriental languages and Hellenic dialects, all alike find ever fresh attraction 
in its pages. The stream of men's interests was once mainly theological and 
devotional; it is now also historical and archaeological, scientific and linguistic. 

Three classes of persons, Dr. Allen holds, are particularly interested 
in the Bible: (1) The professional scholars who are engaged upon the 
interpretation of the Bible for religious and scientific purposes. The 
number of such scholars was never so large, and the scholarly interest in 
the Bible was never so strong as at present. (2) Ministers and other 
workers whose work is the instruction and training of the people. Of 
'these, too, the number was never so large as at the present time. This 
group consists of persons who have received some special training in 
biblical study, but whose work calls for a "skilful restatement of the 
message of the Bible in the terms of new knowledge." (3) The multi- 
tude of private persons who find in the Bible their source of religious 
comfort and guidance. These persons in increasing numbers are seeking 
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to get a historical understanding of the Bible and greatly need the 
assistance of the professional interpreters of the book. 

A common interest in the Bible unites these three groups and pre- 
pares the way for an effective organization of them all for the develop- 
ment of Bible study. The progress of religion at the present time 
depends largely upon the vitality and energy of Bible students to bring 
over into our modern thought and life the moral-religious truth which 
the Bible preserves to us from the ancient period. 

It is increasingly becoming clear that the circumstances of modern life 
demand a new statement of all these and other elements in the Bible, which 
shall be conditioned partly by the changed conceptions of the universe given 
to us by the advance of science, partly by the new knowledge of the history of 
the growth of the biblical literature given to us by modern research and explora- 
tion; a statement, moreover, which shall be as nearly as possible in accord 

with every element of truth in modern knowledge The problem that 

lies before us is this: how to so diffuse the knowledge gained by the army of 
researchers that it shall penetrate and influence every department of the Chris- 
tian world; how to so restate Christian belief in the terms of this knowledge 
that the Christian Creed shall nowhere seem to be at hopeless variance with 
scientific knowledge or historical fact. 

The present situation calls for a new Catholicism in the interest of 
Christianity. And this movement can best be promoted by an 

organization that can link together all persons, whatever the exact form of 
their religious belief, who are united by the common tie of devotion to the 
Bible and belief in its mission as a revelation of the divine. Their special interest 
in it may be historical, or scientific, or linguistic, or philosophic, or theological, 
or devotional; but all alike would desire to know all that could be known of 
modern exploration and research in its bearing upon the Bible. Such a society 
might be on one side what the Royal Society is in science, a federation of men 
of learning; only it should be not national but world-wide. On another side 
it should be of the nature of a missionary society, striving to reflect in dark 
corners the light of modern biblical study. On a third side it should be an 
information bureau to which any of its members who wished for assistance or 
direction in their work might turn for help. 

Dr. Allen then expresses the common thought and wish of the English 
biblical scholars who have founded the Society for Biblical Study in 
inviting all persons — biblical specialists and all others interested in the 
Bible — to assume membership in the society, and so to advance the 
common cause. 



